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Nyika-Vwaza News

The newsleer of the Nyika-Vwaza (UK) Trust
”working for the environment and wildlife conservaon in northern Malawi”

NVT Event, Tues 23 October 2018
The date of our annual event is fast approaching, so make sure it’s in your diary
and you have booked your 6ckets. Please note that we have a new venue this
year: The Union Jack Club is in Sandell Street, London SE1 8UJ, near Waterloo
sta6on.
We are delighted to have Dr Jamie McCallum, Director of Peace Parks
Foundaon UK, as our speaker on this occasion. PPF are renowned for their
conserva6on and an6-poaching work, a subject at the top of NVT’s agenda. He
will tell us about PPF’s work to facilitate the establishment of transfron6er
conserva6on areas (peace parks) and the associated sustainable economic
development and ecological beneﬁts that support regional peace and stability,
with par6cular reference to the Malawi-Zambia TFCA. He is passionate about his
subject and a cap6va6ng speaker, so an event we can truly look forward to.
6.00 doors open, Gascony Room. Networking, sale of merchandise and cash bar
6.45 update from Chairman, Tom Lupton
7.00 Dr Jamie McCallum’s talk, followed by ques6ons from the audience
8.00 networking con6nues. Cash bar
9.30 evening ends.

Dr Jamie McCallum
© J McCallum

Do come. As always, the event will be an opportunity for you to network with old and new friends who share an
interest in Malawi.
Details of the event can be found at www.nyika-vwaza-trust.org/UJC-2018.html. Tickets for the evening (£16,
students £8) are available from Peter Lawrance: e-mail: sec.nvt@gmail.com. Address: The Malt House, 50 Brewery
Road, Horsell, Woking, GU21 4NA. Alternavely, please complete the applicaon form included with this
newsle:er.
Union Jack Club, direc6ons and facili6es:
The Union Jack Club is in Sandell St, directly opposite the Waterloo Sta6on 6cket hall for the Jubilee underground
line. Cross Waterloo Rd at the traﬃc lights and Sandell St is 10m to your leI. The club entrance is 15m down
Sandell St on the right.
Depending on availability, you can book a table in the restaurant (open 17.00-last orders 21.30) or accommoda6on
for the night. For the restaurant, ring 020 7902 6062 and for accommoda6on ring 020 7928 4814. Both can be
booked on-line: www.ujclub.co.uk

News Update
Environmental Educaon – new phase agreed
Time has ﬂown and it is now two years since The Lilongwe
Wildlife Trust began an NVT (UK) funded programme to
educate key stakeholders in the north of Malawi about the
importance of caring for their environment. Those key
stakeholders, all in the Rumphi District, are:
•
Teachers at secondary and primary schools who are
patrons of wildlife clubs
•
Students at secondary and primary schools
•
Natural Resource Council (NRC) Members in all
villages that impact on Nyika Na6onal Park and
Vwaza Marsh Wildlife Reserve
•
Magistrates, Wildlife Crime Prosecutors, and Police
responsible for taking ac6ons under the new Wildlife
Act.
The Phase 2 programme will focus on the following

elements:
1.
Con6nued conserva6on educa6on in the north of
Malawi, with expansion outside Rumphi District to
include schools in Mzimba and Chi6pa Districts. It is
acknowledged that logis6cs will be challenging and
care needs to be taken not to over stretch resources.
Two new modules will cover Conserva6on
Agriculture, and Natural Forest Management,
Aﬀoresta6on, Reforesta6on and Agroforestry with a
main aim of improving seedling and tree survival
rates.
2.
Building and equipping a Centre of Excellence for
Conserva6on
Educa6on
and
Sustainable
Development, based in Vwaza. This centre will also
provide a welcome place for training to be carried
out. A bus will be funded to facilitate connec6ons to
the Centre.
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(Continued on page 2)

News Update connued
Summary of 2017-18 income & expenditure

(Continued from page 1)

3.

Since the new Wildlife Act was implemented,
arrested poachers are no longer permied to pay
ﬁnes for acts of wildlife crime, or to obtain bail. The
increase in custodial sentences appears to have
resulted in a decline in the number of poaching
incidents. It is important to try to prevent reoﬀending on release and it is intended that the 32
poachers currently in Rumphi Prison receive
voca6onal training followed by support on release so
that they can take up alterna6ve livelihoods.

£
Donaon Income (Including giI aid relief
where applicable)
>£1,000
£500-999
£250-499
£1-249

The agreed cost of NVT funding for Phase 2 is £118,556 and
further complementary projects are expected to be funded
by other donors.

Other income (merchandise, promo6ons, investments)
Transfers from Investments

While in Lilongwe, David
Billing met the Director and
Interna6onal Coordinator
at the Department of
Na6onal Parks and Wildlife,
to
discuss
the
environmental educa6on
programme. Among other
subjects, The Director
raised the need for a
Vwaza guide similar to the David with Runphi Paramount Chief and
one NVT UK has produced
Clement of LWT
on Nyika, which could be
© David Billing
produced in Malawi with
encouragement from NVT. DNPW were very apprecia6ve
of the support given to conserva6on educa6on and
research in the Nyika Vwaza area by NVT (UK).

6,750
3,625
2,373
3,843

No

2
6
6
61

9,453
29,500
£55,544

Expenditure
In Malawi Educa6on programme run by LWT
Research grants

34,900
12,349

Nyika Guide Book distributed free
to schools and other relevant conserva6on/educa6on
organisa6ons.

5,845

In UK – newsleer, events, merchandise, ac6vity review, expenses

7,092
£60,186

Wildlife Club at secondary school, Pachichi
© David Billing

Our work is only possible with your support

Jonny Vaughan, Execu6ve Director of the Lilongwe Wildlife
Trust, is grateful to DNPW for the support that has enabled
delivery of this cri6cal conserva6on work. He says: “it was a
wonderful surprise to experience how collabora6ve and
suppor6ve all of the project’s stakeholders have been,
especially the Department of Educa6on and local leaders.
We are proud that the project has achieved so much in a
rela6vely short 6me and my hope is that the project’s
inﬂuence con6nues to grow. This will require exci6ng new
partnerships, new park-based educa6onal infrastructure
and, ul6mately, the inclusion of conserva6on educa6on
within Malawi’s oﬃcial natural curriculum.”

We hope you have enjoyed reading about our very
ac6ve conserva6on educa6on programme and will
understand that it takes regular injec6ons of money
from NVT UK for LWT to con6nue the valuable work.
You can see from the ﬁgures above that dona6ons
play an essen6al part in funding the programme and
we are most grateful to all of you that have made
dona6ons, large or small. Every lile helps, so we
hope this newsleer will encourage others to give
ﬁnancial support. Please use the dona6on form at the
end of this newsleer, or donate online at:

Environment Educaon
Oﬃcer from Nyika with
LWT Conservaon
Educaon Team
© David Billing

www.nyika-vwaza-trust.org.
Thank you.
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Colin Baker died peacefully on 12 May, aged 88
Tribute by Peter Lawrance
Colin Baker grew up in Beccles,
Suﬀolk, the elder son of Arthur
Baker, a Master Printer and his
wife Doris. AIer school he served
for eighteen months with the RAF
Police as part of Na6onal Service.
In 1950 he returned to his old
school for a short period as a
biology teacher and cricket coach,
followed
by
enrolment
at
Birmingham University to read
geography, and then a year at The
London School of Economics and
Poli6cal Science to read African
Studies and learn Chichewa at the
School of Oriental and African
Studies. In 1954 he, and his late
Colin Baker
wife Shirley, sailed for Cape Town
© NV(UK)T
and drove up to Nyasaland
(Malawi) where they were to live un6l 1971. As a member of
the Administra6on, he ﬁrst served as an Assistant District
Commissioner, in Chingale and Blantyre, and then District
Commissioner at Fort Manning (Mchinji) and Dowa before
being appointed Under Secretary in the Oﬃce of the
President and Cabinet in Zomba and later founder Principal of
the Ins6tute of Public Administra6on in the University of
Malawi at Mpemba. He leI Malawi with his family in 1971,
and aIer three years as Director of the post graduate
Ins6tute of Administra6on in the University of Ife, Nigeria, he
returned to Britain and joined the staﬀ of the University of
Glamorgan where he became founder Director of the
Business School, Dean of Professional Studies and Assistant
Director of the University. He re6red from these posts in 1995
and was appointed Professor Emeritus, Honorary Fellow and
Research Professor, devo6ng his 6me to researching aspects
of Nyasaland-Malawi's history and was also Editor Emeritus of
the Society of Malawi Journal. He held the degrees of
Bachelor of Arts of the University of Birmingham, the degrees
of Bachelor of Laws, Master of Philosophy and Doctor of
Philosophy of the University of London, and the degree of
Doctor of Leers of the University of Glamorgan. He was
awarded the MBE in 1966 for services to Malawi. He was
awarded the Rhodesia Medal and the Zimbabwe
Independence Medal for services to the Ceaseﬁre and
Elec6on Commissions in 1980. His books “Expatriate
Experiences of Life and Wok in Nyasaland”, in six volumes
published between 2012 and 2017 provided fascina6ng
insights into colonial and post-independence life in Malawi. A
seventh volume, the draI of which he had completed, will be
published in due course.
He was a Patron of the Nyika Vwaza Trust in UK and a great
supporter of the work of the trust.

We have been successful in arac6ng interest, with four
completed research reports on our website and more in the
pipeline.
Complete and on website
2016-17: Vulture ecosystem services
valua6on: a case study of Nyika Na6onal
Park
2016-17: A survey of alien plants on the
Nyika Plateau
2016-17: Eﬀects of pine removal on natural grassland regenera6on; case of Chelinda pine planta6on, Nyika Na6onal
Park
2017-18: Mapping and remote detec6on
of bracken fern invasion on the Nyika
Plateau. Part 1
Completed and awaing ﬁnal report
2016-17: Inves6ga6ng distribu6on,
abundance and propaga6on techniques
of the wild edible orchid species in the
Nyika Na6onal Park. (Chikanda)
Current
2017-18: Mapping and remote detec6on
of bracken fern invasion on the Nyika
Plateau. Part 2
Plant survey of Vwaza Marsh.

Study of the bushmeat trade in Nyika,
Vwaza and Nkhotakota
Explora6on of the drivers and social implica6ons of the Chikanda trade

Emmanouela
Galanou
Cranﬁeld University
Andrew Kanzunguze
Mzuzu University
Sopani Sichinga
TFCA Project Assistant
Andrew Kanzunguze
Mzuzu University

Maganizo Namoto
Mzuzu University

Andrew Kanzunguze
Mzuzu University

Sopani Sichinga
TFCA Project Assistant
Julia Van Velden
Griﬃth University,
Brisbane
Heejoo Lee
Cambridge

We have just heard
from Julia Van Velden
that the bushmeat
study has started at
Vwaza.
They
have
selected ﬁve zones out
of the 12 surrounding
the park, then selected
two ‘village groups’
within each of these
zones. The zones were
Interview of community member.
chosen in consulta6on
© Credit Julia van Velden
with park staﬀ and as
sites where poaching
problems are evident. The plan is to sample 25 households
in each of 10 village groups, with eight 8 village surveys
already completed. Julia reports that it is gra6fying that
people in the communi6es are keen to talk about their
experiences of living next to the park, which should result in
rich informa6on. A percentage of these households will be
followed up to discuss poten6al programmes for reduc6on
in bushmeat poaching. At the end of August, the
programme moved to Nyika with surveys in ﬁve zones
around the plateau. We very much look forward to seeing
Julia’s report on this vexing subject.

Research will help us make the right decisions
Nyika is a protected area because it is a valuable ecosystem
and a source of water for north Malawi and Lake Malawi
itself. Conserva6on of its plants and animals is crucial to the
health of that ecosystem, but this can only be achieved if we
have the informa6on that allows us to make cri6cal
management decisions which have a posi6ve impact on the
area’s future. NVT UK is keen to encourage and support
research into conserva6on, environmental or socio-economic
issues aﬀec6ng Nyika Na6onal Park and also the Vwaza
Marsh Wildlife Reserve. The NVT research grant was ﬁrst
oﬀered in 2015, with suitable subjects suggested as:
•
•
•

Studies into the impact of orchid poaching on the
Nyika Plateau.

Fire management, especially in Nyika Na6onal Park.
Exo6c species control in both Nyika and the Vwaza Marsh
Bird popula6on and endangered bird species

NVT’s aim is to increase the number of qualiﬁed individuals
at universi6es or other higher educa6on ins6tu6ons
(Continued on page 4)
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sparrow hawks, buzzards and cis6colas.
applying for research into issues that aﬀect the future of Nyika
and Vwaza. We want to encourage Malawians to take Don’t you just wish you were there?
responsibility for protec6ng the wealth of their inherited
ecosystems and we are also pleased to see interest in Malawi Winter atop the Nyika Plateau saw temperatures steadily
from Universi6es in other parts of the world.
decline into single digits, with the coldest reading being 3
degrees Celsius. At least Chelinda has been being sheltered
The next call for applica6ons will be in January 2019. Details by the pine trees and avoided the worst of the frequent
on www.nyika-vwaza-trust.org.
gusts of chilly wind.

(Continued from page 3)

News from Chelinda
News of great wildlife spoUng on the Nyika Plateau comes to
us from Central African Wilderness Safaris who were keen to
share the excitement of what their guests at Chelinda had
experienced. At the start of July, sigh6ngs included a female
leopard with her three cubs, roaming around near the airstrip.
Reedbuck sigh6ngs were also plen6ful, with large herds of
antelopes taking over the areas surrounding Chelinda Lodge.
Several side-striped jackal were spoed, with the name
coming from the faint black and white stripe down its grey
ﬂank.

Chosi view
point
© Dana
Allen

Guide to the Nyika Naonal Park
Side-striped
jackal
© Dana
Allen

If you haven’t bought a copy yet you’ve missed a real treat of
stunning photos, fascina6ng informa6on and a thoroughly
good read. Buy it for yourself, as a reminder of the wonders
of the Nyika Plateau, or give a copy as a Christmas present to
bring back memories to someone who has visited the place.

A group of guests on a game drive were lucky to see the
interes6ng sight of a jackal aemp6ng to keep his fresh kill – a
new-born reedbuck – which was being threatened by a large
‘murder’ of crows. No, I didn’t know a group of crows was
called a ‘murder’ either! The concerned mother reedbuck was
struggling to ﬁnd her way to the centre of the chaos to fetch
her baby.
Other sigh6ngs observed on game drives included those of a
serval cat with her two beau6ful cubs, as well as a ﬁne view of
two adult porcupines. An array of migratory birds have been
ﬂying in and seling in the park, amongst which were
peregrine falcons, kestrels and kites.
The Nyika Guide
© Sigi Johnson

See the order form at the end of this newsle=er for prices
and ways to buy. For further informaon visit www.NyikaVwaza-trust.org, or contact Peter Lawrance on
sec.nvt@gmail.com, or Tel: +44 (0) 1483 714130.

Serval
cub ©
Alan
Grimes

Elephant have been seen near the Thazima gate and around
the Kafwimbi Forest and recently a huge lone leopard made
territorial calls for an hour at the campsite. And there’s more
- a dozen spoed hyenas, several jackal and an interes6ng
variety of birds, including vultures, spoed eagle-owls,
4

2019 wildlife Calendar
Be sure to order your copy of the 2019 Malawi WESM calendar to see another year of great wildlife photos. Send your order
by email to sec.nvt@gmail.com or by post to Peter Lawrance, 50 Brewery Road, Woking GU21 4NA. The price of the calendar
this year is £11 + p&p. Payment will be requested aIer the calendars have been posted. We will have a limited number of
copies for sale at the NVT evening on 23 October and orders may be collected at that 6me if you are planning to come to the
event.

WESM Calendar 2019 © WESM

Malawi cards
What beer way to remind your friends of the stunning ﬂora and fauna of Malawi than by sending them one of these beau6ful
cards, or give them a pack for Christmas. As a special seasonal oﬀer, you can buy any design, in any quan6ty – ﬂowers, birds,
buerﬂies or animals. £1.50 per card or £5.50 per pack of ﬁve + p&p. See the full range of designs on our website: www.nyika
-vwaza-trust.org/merchandise. Orders should be placed lis6ng the card number as below and the quan6ty desired with the
Hon Secretary, Peter Lawrance, by 31 October 2018 by email to sec.nvt@gmail.com or by post to Peter Lawrance, 50 Brewery
Road, Woking GU21 4NA. Payment will be requested aIer the cards have been posted.

Nyika cards © NV(UK)T

Editor: Jennie Kettlewell
Designer: Mike Budgen
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The Nyika-Vwaza (UK) Trust
Promotional Evening with a talk by Dr Jamie McCallum
at the Union Jack Club,
Sandell Street, London, SE1 8UJ on Tuesday 23rd October 2018.
“Ecological, socio-economic and political benefits of trans-boundary conservation”
Application Form for Tickets
Admission tickets are £16 per person or £8 per student. They will be issued from end-September 2018.
I hereby apply for

tickets for the people named below.

I enclose my cheque for £ ________ made payable to the ‘Nyika-Vwaza (UK) Trust.’
Alternatively you may email this application form to the Hon.Secretary, NVT (UK) Trust, sec.nvt@gmail.com and make payment direct to the Trust’s account at TSB, sort code 30-90-15, account number 01192885 or use the Paypal button “Donate
Now” on the website, but please note the ticket using PayPal is £17 per person to cover additional fees.

(Please complete in block letters)
Ticket No:

Name of Applicant:
Organisation Name:
(if applicable)

Date Issued:

Address:

Contact Tel. No:
Email Address:

Name:

Ticket No:

Name:

Ticket No:

Name:

Ticket No:

Name:

Ticket No:

Name:

Ticket No:

Names of
other people for
whom tickets are requested:

Please return this form, with your remittance, a.s.a.p.to Peter Lawrance, Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, NV(UK)T,
The Malt House, 50 Brewery Road, Horsell, Woking, Surrey, GU21 4NA.
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Order Form for Guide to Nyika Naonal Park
To order “Nyika – A Guide to the Nyika Na6onal Park, Malawi”, payment can be made by £sterling cheque (made out to
Nyika-Vwaza Trust), via Paypal, or direct to NVT’s UK bank – see details below.
Prices:
UK: £20, incl. p&p, or £21 via Paypal
Overseas: (direct to TSB account or by bankers draI) £28, including p&p, or £30 via Paypal.
We rely on dona6ons to the Nyika-Vwaza (UK) Trust to fund our programmes, so please consider adding a dona6on to
the amount you are paying for the guide.
Please complete the following:
I would like ….. copies of the book, “Nyika – A Guide to the Nyika Na6onal Park, Malawi.”
I would like to add a dona6on of £…..
I enclose my cheque for £……
Or, I conﬁrm that I have paid £…. direct to the
Trust account at TSB, sort code 30-90-15, account number 01192885,
Or that I have paid £….sterling by bankers draI,
Or that I have paid £….by Paypal.
Please use your last name as the reference.
Cheques must be in £sterling and drawn on a UK bank.
Title: Mr/Mrs/Ms/Other…………………………………………………………………………………………..
Forename:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Surname:…………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………..
Address:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………..
Postcode:……………………………………………
Email address:……………………………………………………………

Please return this completed form to:
Hon. Treasurer, Nyika-Vwaza (UK) Trust
50 Brewery Road
Woking, Surrey, GU21 4NA, UK
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The Nyika-Vwaza (UK) Trust
Reg. charity no. 1105105

The Hon. Treasurer/Secretary
50 Brewery Road,
Woking,
Surrey.
GU21 4NA
Tel:
+44 (0)1483 714130
Email:
sec.nvt@gmail.com
Working for environmental and wildlife conservation in
northern Malawi.

Email: info@nyika-vwaza-trust.org
Website: www.nyika-vwaza-trust.org



Friends of the Nyika-Vwaza (UK)
Trust Donation Form

B A N K E R ’ S O RD E R
( for UK residents only )

PLEASE PRINT YOUR DETAILS IN CAPITALS

To:- ………………………………………………………………………………... Bank plc.

Title: Mr/Mrs/Ms/Other:

………………………………………………………………………………….

Forenames:

………………………………………………………………………………….

Surname:

………………………………………………………………………………….

Address:

(Please insert the name and address of your Bank in the
space above)
Please pay to TSB Bank plc, 40 High Street, Alton, Hants, GU34
1BQ (Sort Code 30-90-15), for the credit of The Nyika-Vwaza
(UK) Trust’s Account No. 01192885, the sum of :-

Postcode:
Telephone No.:
Email:

£ ……………………………...on………………………………..…………………………...

I enclose a donation of:

(Please insert date above)

Or: I have completed the Banker’s Order Form.

and thereafter every month/quarter/six months/year (delete as
appropriate) until cancelled by me in writing.

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of
money made

Name of Account to be debited …………………………………………………

In the past four years

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

In the future

(Please tick boxes you wish to apply)

Account Number ………………………………………………………………………….

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax
and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5
April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the
charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs)
that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I
understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax
do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of
tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2008.
I undertake to inform the charity if I wish to cancel this
declaration, change my name or home address or no longer
pay sufficient tax on my income and/or capital gains.

Signature ……………………………………….………………………………..
Date

Today

……………………………………………………………

Please return this completed form to:Hon. Treasurer,
Nyika-Vwaza (UK) Trust,
50 Brewery Road,
Woking,
Surrey.
GU21 4NA

Signature:
Date:
Please return this completed form to:- Hon. Treasurer,
Nyika-Vwaza (UK) Trust, 50 Brewery Road, Woking,
Surrey. GU21 4NA.

for registration and onward transmission to your Bank.
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